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SUBURBIAN 
HIDEAWAY

GREENSCAPE GARDENS

A clear vision and a precise approach allowed this build  
to flourish while overcoming challenging constraints

T his project, located in leafy Surbiton, is at the 
home of a husband and wife team of architects. 
They had a clear vision of how they wanted the 
compact space to be transformed; the garden 

was overgrown, gloomy and uninviting. Greenscape Gardens 
was commissioned to transform it into a spacious, bright and 
interesting environment that was both family friendly and fit to 
entertain or relax in throughout the year. The garden was 
designed by Marco and Clare Cameron. 

The brief 
A key feature of the brief was to elegantly combine some of 
the traditional and existing features of the Victorian property 
(such as an original multi stock brick wall and a much-loved 
wisteria) with a contemporary theme. To achieve this, a 
planting colour scheme of purple and blue with silver leaf was 
chosen, also making a feature of Verbena bonariensis to 
create height and movement whilst maintaining a natural, 
non-architectural feel. Modern rendered planters were 
constructed around the wisteria which flowed between the 
roof terrace and beds, and a living green space was created 
within the paving for a herb garden. This was another way to 
bridge the gap between the traditional plants and the 
contemporary style of the paving, as well as creating an 
abundance of texture and fragrance within the space.

To create the boundary walls and feature raised planters, 
1m footings with steel reinforcing were dug and poured with 
concrete to support concrete blocks. All blockwork had two 
coats of render applied and were painted white. Porcelain 
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paving and smaller granite cobbles were installed 
and separated by 100mm wide strips of resin 
bound marble chippings. Joinery included 
Western Red Cedar cladding and a bespoke built 
‘invisible’ gate within one of the panels. To help 
with the dining element of the brief, a bespoke 
brick barbecue was constructed using reclaimed 
fire proof bricks. To create a practical, relaxed 
dining area within the garden, Greenscape 
Gardens installed a bespoke bench constructed 
from 75 x 75mm Western Red Cedar beams to 
provide comfortable seating without 
compromising the available space. 

Greenscape Gardens also created a bespoke 
water feature including a 600mm waterfall, 
invisible pipework, lighting and a custom-built 
block and render pool to match raised planters.

Materials

Limestone was the original material selected to 
pave the area but after discussions with the  
client, Greenscape Gardens recommended 
Marshalls Symphony Vitrified Blue 600 x 600mm 
porcelain paving stones as they are less prone to 
staining and algae growth – they are more durable 
and have better colour longevity. 200 x 100mm 
black granite cobbles were used in stretches 
across the garden to add another texture as the 
client was conscious the floor space should not 
look one dimensional. The two types of paving 
were divided by 100mm wide margins filled with 
resin bound marble. This gave a colour contrast 
whilst still working within the grey scale. 

The aforementioned bricks were actually 
reclaimed from a pre-existing fireplace in the 
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home of Greenscape Gardens’ founder Carl 
Chaney, and it brought Greenscape Gardens a 
huge sense of satisfaction knowing that these 
100-year-old bricks reused and admired in the 
new design. 

Western Red Cedar was chosen 
predominantly for its colour. Using it for the 
cladding created an aesthetic break and an 
element of warmth amongst areas of white 

GREENSCAPE GARDENS

Greenscape Gardens 
was formed in 2004  
by Carl Chaney with  
a vision of creating and constructing beautiful 
gardens in South West London and Surrey.  
The company has grown organically since  
then and has a stellar reputation for implementing 
high-quality garden designs with exceptional 
attention to detail.
www.greenscape-gardens.co.uk

blockwork. All timber was treated with an  
acrylic preserver to slow the silvering process. 

Challenges

Access for this project was entirely through the 
client’s house – a busy home to a young family  
of four. Therefore, it was vital that Greenscape 
Gardens worked neatly and efficiently, ensuring  
the site was kept clean and free from obstacles.  
It made certain each night to leave the property 
looking untouched – almost as if there was no 
work happening at all. 

Working in a narrow road with only a small  
front garden to take deliveries (1.6m x 4m),  
timing of ordering materials and arranging the 
delivery of them had to be perfect. Although the 
working space was tight and access through the 
house was awkward and time-consuming, 
Greenscape Gardens excelled in delivering this 
project in such a way to keep it stress-free for the 
client whilst continuing to maintain the highest level 
of detail and millimetre precision. 

The clients had a focused vision of what the 
area would look like. The time taken to choose 
every detail of the project allowed Greenscape 
Gardens to leave comfortable with the knowledge 

PROJECT 
DETAILS

Project value
Phase 1: £18,750 + VAT
Phase 2: £4,280 + VAT

Build time 
12 weeks 

 
Size of project  

40m2 

BEFORE

DURING

WINNER
Marshall’s Register Regional award: 
Best patio transformation under 40m2

SHORTLISTED
Marshall’s Register National award: 
Best patio transformation under 40m2

WINNER
Build Under  
£20,000 BIG IMPACT

small project

that they had done all that they could, leaving 
the family with the garden they had dreamed of 
and could now enjoy for years to come. 
Greenscape Gardens found working with them 
a pleasure, as the project allowed them to use 
their knowledge and creativity in the field to take 
the finished project to the next level.

1   Main view from the house

2   View back to the house

3   Dining area featuring cedar bench and planting

4   Bespoke barbecue and cedar joinery

5   Custom-built water feature


